F.E.R.C. (Federal Energy Regulatory Commission) meeting held in Redding July 14th 2010

The F.E.R.C. staff held a public meeting regarding the draft environmental impact study on decommissioning KILARC was held in Redding CA July 14th 2010.

Over 120 residents, interested persons including members of the press attended and spoke about the many issues regarding the proposed decommissioning of Kilarc  & South Cow Creek powerhouses and the destruction of Kilarc reservoir & picnic area.

The consensus was that the draft E.I.S. was inaccurate and had more holes in it than a slice of Swiss Cheese and that the environmentalists at F.E.R.C.  should  take the E.I.S. back to the drawing board so that the public’s comments at both this meeting and the previous scoping meetings in October 2009 be addressed.
Issues covered were the impact on the community as human beings and on the community services. It was emphasized that every individual resident of Whitmore & Shasta County would be adversely affected by the loss of these facilities.

R. J. Roth spoke about the erroneous conclusions regarding the benefits to fish.

Maggie Trevelyan covered the impact on the individual businesses in Whitmore including (but not exclusively) the Store, the Way Station, and the Lavender farm. Also the potential for loss of our school, post office and other amenities. She also mentioned the impact on, public safety, fire suppression and our volunteer fire fighters caused by a decrease in taxes.
Stewart Baldwin from Sierra Pacific Industries addressed the fire hazards already looming above our heads and the possibility of devastation of the land, the loss of jobs caused by decommissioning as well as well as a loss of a source of green power.

Many others raised the issues of loss of animal habitat, historical buildings and artifacts, potential for loss of wells, floods of surrounding areas, fish, game, migrant birds & endangered species not to forget the damage to the environment

Pretty much everything was addressed that could be.

Russ Mull of Shasta County chastised the FERC representatives for not including an air quality assessment in the E.I.S. He also castigated the staff present for not allowing the public to be adequately heard. He outlined some of many discrepancies in the E.I.S. He advised F.E.R.C. about the consequences of a decreased tax base, the destruction of a wheelchair accessible recreational area & the affect on Whitmore residents and businesses in particular the store. He was furious that F.E.R.C. did not understand that the loss of taxes to Shasta County was an amount that would pay for a C.H.P. Officer and so would affect everyone in Shasta County.
Steve Tetrick, a local rancher and a principal of Shasta Evergreen Power who had presented an alternative to F.E.R.C. reiterated the nonsensical idea that such an alternative (taking over the running of the hydro plants) was dismissed and not even considered.

A second alternative just for the retention of Kilarc was raised by Kelly Sackheim.

Almost everyone who spoke also plead that these alternatives for the production of green power not only be considered but adopted instead of decommissioning.
Bonnie Tetrick expressed her dismay at the disrespect for prior input over a period of a week in late October 2010 by the apparent ignoring of all the input given at that time and asked whether we were wasting our time. She also rightly complained about the disregard for requests for a change of date, time, and length of meeting as well as venue to a more reasonable date & place that would afford more concerned residents of Whitmore and interested parties to attend. A request was made for any future meetings to be held in Whitmore at our Community Center!

At this time a complaint signed by over 100 Whitmore residents was presented for the record that also made the same point and emphasized the opinion of those persons that their attendance and input was not important. This also reiterated the feeling of disrespect by F.E.R.C. for the stakeholders.

Ed Farrell discussed the semantics of successful well drilling and the consequences of a change in water table that would impact everyone, not just those living just below Kilarc! F.E.R.C. was asked who would pay for new wells even if that was a feasible alternative. Both he and Bonnie Tetrick as well as Erik Poole explained that water rights were adjudicated by the state for water supply by methods in place since 1850, well before the building of the diversion dam.

Erik Poole spoke for all of us regarding the impact of water loss on every resident, many of whose homes would be uninhabitable. He also raised the issue of loss of income and riparian habitat. Like many he was equally dismayed that data & information previously filed with F.E.R.C. was either not read or ignored leading to several assumptions and fallacies! He requested that F.E.R.C.  go back to these filings and base any conclusions on fact rather than fictions or misstatements by agencies with an agenda that was detrimental to all persons.
Frances Francis an attorney from Washington D.C. well versed in law pertaining to F.E.R.C. gently but firmly stated the mandate in law for N.E.P.A. (National Environmental Protection Agency) namely that of regarding the impact of actions on the people. She also reminded F.E.R.C. staff of the mandate given to F.E.R.C. by the government that they should be impartial, thus considering ALL options and having the human welfare as a priority! With this in mind she respectfully suggested that the draft E.I.S. be totally rewritten to reflect these mandates.

Many people including Bob Mars (age 91) who has actually lived at Kilarc when his father was custodian talked about the joys of fishing at Kilarc for many in the past and generations to come who were & would be learning their fishing skills at this nursery of fishing. Others recounted memories and current experiences fishing at Kilarc.
Glenn Dye (Chairman of Save Kilarc Committee) concurred with all prior opinions and emphasized the importance of access for disabled persons. (The disabled represent the largest minority of people in this country yet they have the least amenities.)
If I have missed anyone out forgive me but this is the greater substance of a sometimes emotional meeting. It was obvious how much the community cared about the possible travesty that would be caused by decommissioning. Circumstances in 2010 are much different from the inception of the plan in late 2002. Hydro power is profitable; alternatives are possible by a competent coalition. The fish and the people can both be accommodated in a win/win solution to a complex problem. In addition the financial burden of an estimated $14.5 million for decommissioning proposed to be paid for by us as ratepayers will be removed.

Please consider this report very carefully and support our continued efforts to SAVE KILARC (in fact both hydro plants. We urge you to submit written comments can be submitted to savekilarc@gmail.com or on line to F.E.R.C. directly. If you need help doing this please contact either Glenn or I at 530-472 3945 or 530 472 3929?

Letters should be addressed to Secretary Kimberly Bose, F.E.R.C. Washington D.C. You do not have to be a resident of Whitmore or Shasta County to have your comments considered!  

Thank you to all who continue to encourage us.

