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Time Stand Still 
 
After ten years as your pastor, I think most 
of you have a pretty good sense of how 
frequently I find images within pop culture 

that point to the reality of our human condition and even to 
the  truth of the Gospel. (For instance, I just used the 
Broadway musical ñMan of La Manchaò to illustrate Godôs 
unrelenting love for each of us in a sermon.) But youôve 
probably also noticed thereôs a handful of things I go back 
to time and again; songs, plays, books, and movies that are 
both favorites and also contain within them such a rich 
bounty of images and ideas. 
One of these bounties are the songs by the progressive 
rock band Rush. As the months of this transition grow in 
number and I get closer to that moment when I really will 
be leaving, Iôm drawn to one song in particular: Time Stand 
Still from their 1987 album Hold Your Fire. 
Now why, when Iôve been almost desperate to get up to 
York, reunite my family, and get on with the next chapter of 
my life, would I be drawn to a song about stopping time and 
holding on to the moment? 
Because  as  much  as  I  want  to  move  forward, I am 
becoming increasingly aware that I have to leave things 
behind to do it. I have to say good-bye. Change is hard, 
even when itôs good change. I have to let go of people that 
Iôve known, ministered to, and worked alongside for a full 
decade of my life.  Familiar streets  and  roads  will  be  
replaced by ones Iôm going to get lost on (Just ask Sarah.) 
Iôm going to be standing on Sunday morning, at least for a 
time, in front of a group of strangers. I will have winters with 
much less snow (Ok, Iôm not really minding that one.) 
I guess this is a long-winded way to admit Iôm going to miss 
everybody at St. Johnôs. The kindness and grace youôve 
shown me is something I can never truly repay. God has 
truly given me a wondrous gift in each of you. If I ever 
doubt his love for me (which I do from time to time), I 
should know better. I have ample proof of it in the souls Iôve 
encountered here in Davis. I have ample proof in all of you. 
Each of us carries some small degree of regret about times 
in our past that we didnôt appreciate enough when in the 
midst of them. Thereôs a part of me that always wants to go 
back to the summer of 1993 when I first moved into my 
very own apartment in Blacksburg. Thereôs a part of my 
mother who looks back on my childhood and wishes those 

times could be again. And right now, I donôt doubt that in 
the years to come, there will be times when I look back at 
Davis and these ten years and wish I could be back here 
again. 
And while I will not be able to do that (life allows that luxury 
to none of us), I will not be one who fails to appreciate all 
that Iôve had here.  I am so grateful for all that Iôve been 
given and experienced here that language fails. All I can 
say is two simple, yet profound, words in response. 
Thank you. 
  Pastor Allen 
 

Time Stand Still 
 

I turn my back to the wind. To catch my breath 
Before I start off again. Driven on without a moment to spend 

To pass an evening with a drink and a friend 
 

I let my skin get too thin. I'd like to pause 
No matter what I pretend. Like some pilgrim. 

Who learns to transcend. Learns to live as if each step was the 
end. 

 
Time stand still. I'm not looking back 

But I want to look around me now. Time stand still 
See more of the people and the places that surround me now 
Freeze this moment a little bit longer. Make each sensation a little 

bit stronger. 
Experience slips away. Experience slips away 

 
I turn my face to the sun. Close my eyes 

Let my defenses down. All those wounds that I can't get unwound 
 

I let my past go too fast. No time to pause. 
If I could slow it all down. Like some captain, whose ship runs 

aground. 
I can wait until the tide comes around 

 
Time stand still. I'm not looking back. 

But I want to look around me now. Time stand still. 
See more of the people and the places that surround me now 
Freeze this moment a little bit longer. Make each impression a 

little bit stronger. Freeze this motion a little bit longer. 
The innocence slips away. The innocence slips away... 

 
Summer's going fast, nights growing colder. Children growing up, 

old friends growing older. 
Freeze this moment a little bit longer. Make each sensation a little 

bit stronger. 
Experience slips away. Experience slips away... 

The innocence slips away 
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Lay Worship Leaders ï During the vacancy after Pastor 
Paul departed, a number of St. Johnôs members stepped up 
to receive training as Lay Worship Leaders. They were 
taught to  lead  liturgy and to preach.  With Pastor Allen 
leaving in the next few months, their services will be needed 
again. If you would like to join this group of leaders, to lead 
worship during the upcoming vacancy, please let Pastor 
Allen or Jack McGuigan know. 

Process of Transition 
As Pastor makes ready to depart St. Johnôs and Davis, 
there are a number of things that need to be done to 
smooth the transition process. For instance, Pastor preps 
the worship  bulletins for each Sunday.  People are now 
being taught how that works. Likewise, a number of other 
tasks of  varying  importance.  Since Pastor may not be 
leaving for a few months, there is time to ensure that there 
are people trained and capable of doing these ministry 
tasks. 
Among these tasks areé 

¶ Worship bulletin preparation. 

¶ Sound system function. 

¶ Keyboard programming and operation for our music. 
Audio ministry recording, processing, and uploading. 
Pastor is looking for volunteers to learn how to do these 
things after  he  is gone.  Please  speak to him if you are 
interested. 

The Organ 
Work has begun on the full construction of the organ. You 
will see pictures of the initial work within this newsletter. As 
you can see from them, things are going to be a little on the 
untidy side for a few weeks. The sanctuary is going to be in 
a bit of disarray. But we will manage. This is an exciting 
time for all of us. 

Lent begins! 
Ash Wednesday is February 22, so our Lenten time will 
begin this month. The Ministerial Association has decided 
that, due to  Pastor  Allenôs  imminent  departure and a 
number of other factors, we will likely forego our Ecumenical 
Lenten Worship services this year. 

 
 
 
Lector Schedule 

¶ Feb 5 ï Jack McGuigan 

¶ Feb 12 ï Open 

¶ Feb 19 ï Open 

¶ Feb 26 - Open 
 

Just a note from your Council President 
Hope all of you had a wonderful Christmas and New Year. I 
would like to give the children who performed in our first    
annual Christmas play a round of applause. They did a 
wonderful job and we are so proud of them. The kids were 
truly a joy this past year. For those of you who were not in 
church that day, we informed the congregation that we 
would not be having Sunday School during the winter 
months. We do not want our children out when the weather 
is bad and as you all know, it can be very bad here in Davis. 
We will reconvene Sunday School the week before Easter. 
If any of you know of children who would benefit from our 
Sunday School, please let Andy or myself know. If any of 
you would like to help with our Sunday School, we would 
appreciate your help. 
Changes, changes, changes. Just a few.  
1) The organ is finally getting installed.  Canôt wait to see 
the finished project.  Thanks Andy for all of your hard work 
in getting this done. 
2) Our bulletins will take on a new look in the near future. 
We are purchasing a new software to do our bulletins and 
the old ones will be no more! I am really looking forward to 
the change. 
3) Melissa Brown will be learning how to do the necessary 
office work from Pastor Allen so that everything runs 
smoothly after he departs. 
4) The call process is about to begin. Council and Pastor 
Allen will be meeting with Bishop Dunkin on January 29

th
. 

Thanks again for being such a wonderful congregation. You 
all are truly amazing people and it is great the way you 
make everyone that enters our doors feel so welcome. 
Keep up the good work. 
  Kathy 

Please keep the following in your prayers: 

 
 

 

Kenny Helmick  Andrew Judy Daniel Illari, Jr. Ann 

Bernettie Gnegy Robin Reynolds Jacob Haisley Linda 

Lisa Cousins Ed White  Emily LaBlanc Lisa 

Rev. Louise Knotts The Shahan family  Danny Wood Charlotte Vogle 

Paul Helmick Melissa Herlan Kathy Broden Peter Shoenfeld 

Renae Worden Alex Nelson Melvin Ketterman Michelle Grabelle 

Youla Reynolds  David Bennett Rose Bonner Linda Woottor 

Fay Cooper Savannah Rhodes Karen Coberly Special prayers for the family  of 

Dick Wolfe Norman Bonner Ed Carroll Loebig, who passed away 

   this past month. 
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