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Providing Dignity, 

 Independence,  
Transportation,  

Nourishment and  
Pharmacy Relief to Our  
Neighbors since 1969 

 
During the summer of 1969, 

several churches in the Southeast 
area of Rochester established 

and developed SEM 
Southeast  

Ecumenical Ministry 
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SEM welcomes Aggie Seneway to the 
SEM Board of Directors. 

 
Aggie Senaway comes to us with  

extensive experience in the education 
field.  She is a teacher at SUNY Brock-
port and holds a position at Dr.…....  

                           

SEM Newsletter   
produced and edited by  

Laurie J. Jenkins 

How can your work place, 
school or congregation help  

Southeast Ecumenical Ministry? 
Here are some practical suggestions of 

ways you can reach out and be an  
extension of SEM: 

 
• Organize a fun-raiser with family 

members, a group of friends or 
neighbors. 

•  
• Plan a party, concert, play, or a 

dance.  Why not add one or two dol-
lars to the cost of each ticket and do-
nate it to SEM. 

•  
• Take up a collection of hygiene    

products.  Our clients can not   pur-
chase these items when they only 
receive food stamps. 

•  
• Join one of SEM’S committees with 

a friend.    

Executive Director 
Laurie J. Jenkins 

 
The dedication of the 
SEM/SEAFISH 
 volunteers is incredible!! 
 
Kay Salerno has been 
driving for SEAFISH for 
…. Years. 
 
So far this year, she has 
driven enough miles to 
have gone to Washington 
DC and back.  This is all 
on her own time, with 
her own gasoline and  
maintenance of her own 
vehicle. 



A special thank you to the following for supporting SEM  
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Making a tax-deductible donation to SEM/SEAFISH is a great way to remember a 
loved one, honor a special person and simply support an organization dedicated to 
helping our neighbors. 

Types of Donations  
Will, Trust or Estate - Remember SEM/SEAFISH in your will, trust or estate. 
As you are making a donation in the honor of or in memory of a loved one, please include the individu-
als name and address of the persons to be notified of the gift. SEM/SEAFISH will send notification of 
your generosity to the specified persons. We will also mail your confirmation.  
 
Memorials - Remember a deceased family member of friend with a special donation to SEM/
SEAFISH in memory of your loved one. An acknowledgement will be sent to their family. 
 
In Honor of - Celebrate a special occasion by giving a gift that leaves an impression. Give a donation 
to SEM/SEAFISH in honor of a birthday, anniversary, birth or graduation of someone special. 
 
Non-monetary Donation - Consider donating office equipment or vehicles. Your contribution will 
help meet the needs of our neighbors. 
 
Fundraising Events - Youth groups, organizations or individuals may wish to organize a fundraiser 
to support SEM/SEAFISH. Proceeds from car washes, church dinners, baked food sales, concerts or 
other creative fund-raising events are welcome donations. 
 
Please mail your check payable to: SEM/SEAFISH, 25 Westminster Rd., Rochester, NY 14607  
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One of SEM’S newest services is 
transporting our FIN’S=Friends 
In Need to the WAL*MART 
store.  If you are interested 
please call the office and we will 
set up the time and day for you. 

St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church  

Antique Show 
$500.00 to be used for 
our CHAPP program 

St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church 

$135.00 to be used for 
our food cupboard 

If anyone knows someone that may need some 
companionship or help around their house 
please call the SEM office.  We have some anx-
ious volunteers that would love to spend time 
getting to know some of the senior citizens in 
our neighborhoods. 

Our Lady Queen of 
Peace Parish Youth 

Group  $246.00 
Plus 20 bags of food 



From the Executive Director…... 
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Thank you to so many more people who believe in what 
SEM is doing for the Rochester Community……. 

The American Diabetes Association is the nation’s leading organization 
helping people with diabetes.  Keep these phone  numbers handy. 

 
1-800-Diabetes (342-2383) for information and answers to you questions 
 

1800-ADA-Order (232-6733) for a free catalog of cookbooks,                
meal planners, and self-care guides. 

   
Visit their web site at   www.Diabetes.org. 

SEM is in the front lines of our neighborhoods daily by providing transportation, delivering 
food to seniors, prescription assistance or a friendly companion each week.  Many of our  
clients are struggling to maintain housing while unable to afford food and clothing.  Most 
are uninsured and need medical care.  Some are unemployed and need a job.  Some are        
struggling to overcome alcohol and substance abuse problems.  Some are escaping from    
domestic violence.  Some are struggling to build a new life in a strange land.  We continue 
to help the thousands of our neighbors to become self-sufficient .   SEM believes to fight 
hunger  in our community we need to work together with other agencies and get to the root 
cause of why someone is in need of food assistance,  and work towards solving these     
problems.  Needing emergency food assistance is a symptom of a much larger problem.   

SEM provides food to over 45 agencies in the Greater Rochester Area.  The food is               
requested by the agencies Case Managers or Social Workers.  They complete an assessment 
on the individuals and their families.  Someone needing food is a symptom of a larger     
problem.  With SEM partnering with these local agencies, we are helping with a more      
holistic approach.   

Financial support for our programs and the continuation of our ministry is always required 
to meet the needs of the poor, elderly and medically disabled in our neighborhoods.  

                                                                                                            Laurie J. Jenkins 



A big thank goes out to Andy Frost and Maryanne   
Aument for all their years of dedication volunteering in 
the FISH program.  They retired at the end of August.  
Andy had been driving for FISH since the early 1980’s 
and Maryanne has been a dispatcher for FISH since the 
80’s also.  We wish them both the best and they will be 
greatly missed. 
 
Please welcome Helen Robinson and Judy Debes.  
They are our newest FISH volunteer drivers. 
 
We have a new volunteer on our fundraising commit-
tee.  Her name is Cheryl Rizzo.  She is a Social Worker 
at St. Joseph’s Villa and has plenty of expertise in 
fundraising.  She has created and organized the annual 
basketball tournament in her fathers name for the past 
five years. 

 SEM Volunteer Corner 
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Please join me in giving our SEAFISH    
advisory members a huge thank you for 
all they do for SEM.  They are: 

Erma Baldwin,  Marie Cucchero,  

Dottie Frankel,  Polly MacFadden,  
Dick Rinehart,  Kay Salerno, Marc Shiro 
These people are the heart and soul of 
our FISH program.  Most of them have 
been volunteering  for over 20 years.  
They are a fine group of people and SEM 
is very proud to have them on our team. 

SEM recognizes a two special volunteers……    
Dottie and Volney Frankel have been  volunteering with 
SEM for over 20 years.  Dottie is our transportation  
logger who tracks all rides provided by our drivers.  She 
knows who and where they are being picked up and 
were they are going everyday.  Volney has been a substitute 
driver for FISH for several years.  Their unselfish act of  
kindness to SEM/SEAFISH is most likely why they have 
been married for 56 years.  
Thank you, Dottie & Volney! 

SEM has scheduled our theater fundraiser dates for Friday 
Jan. 30th at 7:00pm.& the 31st at 2:00pm and 7:00pm. all 
three shows.  Stages has a new home at the Auditorium 
theater on the 3rd. floor.   
 
Please visit their web site at www.mjtstages.org for other  
information..   
  
This will be a great way to begin SEM’S  35th anniversary  

Everyone at SEM would like to extend our gratitude 
to John Hallett, for his most generous donation of 
time and outstanding talents to update our SEM web 
site. (seafish.webhop.org) 
His gift to us is truly priceless. 



THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR ON-GOING SUPPORT TO SEM! 
AARP 

ABBOTT’S FROZEN CUSTARD– Park Ave. 
ALLENDALE COLUMBIA SCHOOL 

AZALEA NEIGHBORS 
BIRDS EYE FOODS FOUNDATION 

BOYSCOUTS FOOD DRIVE 
BRIGHTON FOOD DEPOT 

BRIGHTON MIDDLE SCHOOL 
CITY OF ROCHESTER 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT AGRICULTURE 
COMMUNITY WISHBOOK 

CONTI’S MEAT PACKING COMPANY 
COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL 

D&C LEND-A-HAND 
EAST AVE. AUTO 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMAN 
EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER 

FOODLINK Foundation 
FOODLINK, INC. 

GENERATION COOL 
GILBERT SPIRIT FUND 

GREATER ROCHESTER COMMUNITY OF CHURCHES  
HARLEY SCHOOL 

LANDMARK PRESS 
LIFESPAN 

LILAC  NEIGHBORS 
LIFETIME ASSISTANCE 
MONROE FOUNDATION 

MONTANA MILLS-PARK AVE 
MCQUAID JESUIT HIGH SCHOOL 

OPEN DOOR MISSION 
PHI  PHARMACY INC 

PHILOPTOCHS SOCIETY 
RATS (Rochester Area Twenty’s Something) 
REGIONAL NETWORKING ASSOCIATES 

ROCHESTERCARES 
ROLLING CAFÉ’ 

SEAC-(SOUTHEAST AREA COALITION) 
SECTOR 6   NEIGHBORS BUILDING  NEIGHBORHOODS 

SETON CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
SINGLE VOLUNTEERS OF ROCHESTER 

ST..PAUL’S ANTIQUE SALE COMMITTEE 
THE GRANTS OFFICE, LLC 

UNITED WAY OF GREATER ROCHESTER 
THE WACIENGA FAMILY 

WEGMANS 
WILLMONT FOUNDATION 

ASBURY FIRST UNITED METHODIST  
BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH 

CHURCH ON THE HILL 
FIRST BAPTIST OF ROCHESTER 

FIRST  UNITARIAN  
FIRST  UNIVERSALIST 

GREEK ORTHODOX OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
LUTHERAN CHURCH OF  INCARNATE  WORD 

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF PEACE 
ST. ANNE’S 

ST. BONIFACE 
ST. MARY’S CHURCH SOCIETY 

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CHURCH 
ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL 

ST. THOMAS MORE 
THIRD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
TRINITY COVENANT CHURCH 

TRINITY SOUTH EMANUEL UCC 
TWELVE CORNERS PRESBYTERIAN 

Ellen Asprooth 
Mary Ann Aument 

Erma Baldwin 
Virginia Baldwin 

Janice Banker 
Carolyn Barone 
Marta Bermudez 

Ronnie Bennington 
Kurt Benz 

Joanne Brownyard 
Regine Calvar 

Marie Cucchero 
Judy Debes  

Barbara Dewey 
Chuck Dispenza 
Bob/Jean Dupont 

Betsy Essley 

Chris Farnum 
Billy J. Flesch 

Do & Jerry Foland 
Dottie/Volney Frankel 

Ron Fox 
Andrea Frost 
Teresa Gianni 
Aline Glavin 

Barbara Gorski 
John Hallett 

Thelma Hammerton 
Mike Horner 

John Howland 
Jane L. Jenkins 

Bill Jenny 
Flossie Kerr 
Ed Klingler 

Cheryl Rizzo 
Helen Robinson 
RochesterCares 

Cliff Rogers 
Kay Salerno 

Janet/John Salizer 
Aggie M. Seneway 

Loretta Scahill 
Jeff Scheer 

Grace Scherer 
Michael Schnittman 

Gail Shiller 
Marc Shiro 
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Single Volunteers of  

Rochester 
Tonka Skrtic 

Shirley/Nancy Skinner 

Joan Thomas 
Pat Swinton 
Bill Trow 

Claire Tuttle 
Elaine Tyler 

Marshall Tyler 
Mary Verdow 

Elizabeth Vukanavic 
Elizabeth, Kathy, & Ryan  

Wacienga 
Bess Weiner 
Ann Weitzel 
Don Wilder 

Bobbie A. Wright 
Doris Wright 
Bert Wylaz 

Victor Yates 
Gerry Yawman 

LIFETIME  Asst. 
Tracy Light 
Leigh Little 

Polly MacFadden 
Gil Mastrangeli 
Bill McGarry 
Jodi Nanavati 
Susan Morgan 
James Neyhart 
Ellie Nicholes 
Joyce Noon 

Tony Nowack 
Diane/Nathan Pitt 

Bryant Oskvig 
Susan Powers 
Ruth Rebok 

Dick Rinehart 

The businesses and the  

faith community  feels 

the need and 

responsibility to provide 

support to the thousands 

of families and 

individuals in our 

neighborhoods.   

They achieve this by 

supporting Southeast 

Ecumenical Ministry. 
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Mr. & Mrs. Baglow 
Erma Baldwin 
Bill Bauman 
Dorthy & Jerry Belecz 
Toni Best 
Dorothy Lyon Chapin 
Bertha Cohen 
Mabel Coleman 
Anne & David Day 
Kathleen A. Dear 
Thomas C. Ferraro 
Jerold & Dorothy Foland 
Ron Fox 
Andrea N. Frost 
Teresa Gianni 
Anne Gitlin 
Norm Greiner 
Margaret O. Hayes 
Susan L. Hauser 
John Hallett 
Doris Hewitt  
Andrew Kaiser-in memory of A. 
David Kaiser Jr. 

Individual donors May 27th –September 26th 2003 
Gertrude Kash 
Janet W. Korpella 
Joel Kunkler 
Werner & Sandra Lemke 
Robert May 
Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish 
Mr.&Mrs. Kenneth Pink 
Germaine D. Paro 
Fred & Kitty Puls 
Kay Salerno 
Jaime Wemett Saunders 
Carolyn Schaeffer 
Claire Tuttle In Honor of Erma Baldwin 
Marshall E. Tyler 
Judy Wadsworth 
Joseph & Jessica Warren In Honor of  
Margaret Beierwalter’s 92nd Birthday 
Helen Waterstraat in memory of her husband 
Adrian 
Hildy White 
Janet Widboom 
Burt Wylaz 

SEM VOLUNTEERS 



Financial support to operate our programs is always needed so we can continue our ministry .  If we don’t have 
funds to pay for insurance, utilities, and staff then we will not be here to meet the needs of the poor, elderly and 
medically disabled in our neighborhoods.   

Neighbors Helping Neighbors Since 1969 

SEM IS UNITED WAY DONOR OPTION #1120  

We are now  on  the  WEB !! 
www.seafish.webhop.org 

YOU WILL FIND A DONATION ENVELOPE 
ENCLOSED, WON’T YOU PLEASE GIVE TO 
OUR MINISTRY TO HELP YOUR NEIGHBORS 

JOIN OUR MINISTRY !  Our programs rely almost exclusively on our church community and our 
volunteers.  Church support is vital to our existence as much as the volunteer effort.  We continue to need 

monetary donations.   Neighbors Helping Neighbors works with diverse congregations together to 
teach them how neighbors can help one another.  That is what makes us unique.   
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Southeast Ecumenical 
Ministry (SEM) 

 
25 Westminster Rd. 
Rochester, NY 14607 
 
Office:  271-5350 
Fax:  271-8526 
Pantry:  271-5355 
SEAFISH:  271-7111 
E-mail:  sem@frontiernet.net 


