A dream becomes reality | |

Community effort
produces new
charterschool

Cynthia Matsuoka

PUHI — Kawaikini, a new charter school
opened for students Tuesday on the East-
side.

The kindergarten through grade 12
school will be the piece that links Punana
Leo, a Hawaiian immersion preschool, to
Kaua'i Community College

“{The school) creates that immersion
environment where everybody is together
and speaking Hawaiian in the classrooms

and on the playground,” said interim Execu-

tive Director Kimo Perry
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The idea started with teachers who want-
ed to have a place where all students could
be together as opposed to being on different
campuses. The school sits on land leased
from KCC, just behind Punana Leo

For Alohilani Rogers, formerly a teacher
with the Hawaiian immersion program
at Kapa'a Middle and Kapa‘a Elementary
schools, it has been 10 years in the making

She said she would see Punana Leo stu-
dents learn to speak fluent Hawaiian, but if
they were unable to attend the program at
Kapa'a, they would exit and by the end of
the following year they would have forgot-
ten the language.

“Last year's Punana Leo’s graduates are
all here,” Rogers said.

Following the immersion philosophy, the
lower elementary grade students will build
their foundation in the Hawaiian language
in preparation for formal English training
in the upper grade levels.

ARDEN ISLAND

MONDAY + AUGUST 4. 2008 ONLINE

Rogers said it was a blessing to have
started thinking about creating their special
school early on

There zap on the number of charter
schools in Hawai'i, When three openings be
came available, they were ready, she

A core group of parents and educators
came together about two years ago to
explore options for a st ronger educational
model for Hawailan language instruction

Upon receiving a planning grant under
the federal Department of Education’s Char
ter Schools Program in 2006, a nonprofit
parent organization called *Suppaorting the
Language of Kaua'i, Inc.” established an
interim local school board

Perry was selected as the interim ex-
ecutive director to lead the “long™ charter
school process

“Punana Leo is a strong supporter,” Perry
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Teacher Namomi McCorriston helps Ka'i'ni Marshall and Al
Kalama enter their clussroom on the first day of school |
Tuesday at Kawaikini. The new K-12 charter school pro
the missing link for students studying the Hawaiian lang
immersion programs at Punana Leo preschool and Kaua
munity College.
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WASHINGTON Now
that Barack Obama has
clinched the Democr
nomination for president, he
wants convention delegates
from Florida and Michigan to
|  have full voting rights at the
| party’'s national convention
Obama sent a letter yester-
day to the party’s credentials
| committee, asking members
to reinstate the delegates’ vot
ing rights when the commit
tee meets at the of the
convention Aug. 25 in Denver
The delegates were orig
nally stripped because the two
states violated party r
by holding primaries before
Feb. 5.
The delegates from each
state were given half votes at
a contentious party meeting
in May, as part of a compro
o give two

tes some role at
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