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El Nino-Southern Oscillation (ENSO): Most models in the IRI/CPC (International Research
Institute/Climate Prediction Center) piume predict La Nina will decay and return to ENSO-neutral
during the Northern Hemisphere spring of 2018. La Nina is anticipated to continue affecting above
average temperatures and below average precipitation across the United States during the next few
months, resulting in reduced surface water flows which impact regional Navajo livestock and municipal
wells used for drinking water, particularly alluvial wells, which are more prone to the effects of drought,
resulting in less recharge, fow static water levels, lower yields. There is a 55% chance of ENSO-neutral
during the March-May season, but the strength of the event is uncertain at this time; and

USDA/NRCS and Navajo Nation Water Management Branch snow survey data, (i.c. January 1¥ —
February 1%, 2018 AZ Basin Outlook Reports), depicts the snowpack on the Chuska Mountains to be
2% and 19% of median respectively, the forecast calls for well below normal nmoff for Wheatfields
Creek, Captain Tom Wash, Bow] Canyon Creek and other Navajo Nation dams and reservoirs; and

Approximately 5,000 stock ponds exist on the Navajo Nation, and as the water supply diminishes and
evaporates, more pressure will be put on the 900 Navajo Nation windmills and numerous municipal
wells used for drinking; and

Drought conditions have created a critical shortage of water and range feed for livestock, which will
result in the generally poor physical conditions of livestock and increase in diseases; the land condition
will continue to deteriorate, and the socio-economic framework of the Navajo Nation will be negatively
impacted. Chapters, livestock owners and farmers will need to plan to protect and preserve their land
and their livestock; and

Excessive livestock and overgrazing is directly related to drought vulnerability and lack of adequate
vegetation for rangeland; these destructive practices adversely affects vegetation and natural
ecosystems for many years, if not permanently; and

The Navajo Nation has issued an Executive Order of Stage | Fire Restriction effective June 21, 2017,
signed by President Russell Begaye. The probability of catastrophic wildfire is extremely high which
may result in loss of homes, animals, forest, vegetation, land erosion, and negatively affect the air

quality.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

1.

That the Navajo Nation Commission on Emergency Management declares the Navajo Nation in a
Drought State of Emergency Declaration as of February 26, 2018: and

The Navajo Nation Commission on Emergency Management finds it necessary for appropriate Navajo
Nation entities to continue and/or immediately begin and maintain coordination and collaboration with
relevant agencies for use of resources to meet the needs of the Navajo Nation public; and

The Navajo Nation shall activate available emergency resources such as community education,

assistance, and other means as determined fit and feasibie to restore and sustain vital community
infrastructure.
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