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Musl Nngs
t isthis month that we celebrate the vic-
tory that waswon by our ancestors. The
victory over the British. We all have the

God-given right to be free. To be who we
are, no matter who
we are or who we
choose to be. A
great many lives
were given in this
- battle for our
Ve hotd

; human rights
these truths to  and our free-
be self evident..” dom. We all,
as Ameri-

cans, have the right to be free. Two thou-
sand years ago another battle was fought.
This battle was won, not not by a countless
number of lives, but only one life. Yet this
life effects agreat deal morelives. Thislife
continues to claim the victory.

Thisvictory was won for us through the
graceand lovethat God has
for us. Thislife was given
sothatweaschildrenofthe |
living God may have a +
more abundent and eternal
future.

Itisthisvictory that was
won that day many years
ago on Calvary. That vic-
tory won by one man. That preciuosvictory
over sin and evil. The blood of the lamb of
God thay washes away the sin of thisworld
that day, now and forever.

He died so that we may have life. He
came to earth to be an example of the Holi-
ness of His Father. To show boundlesslove.

This victory should be celebrated every
day. It was the blood of the innocent shed
for the guilty. Join mein praising and exalt-
ing this man each and every minute every
day. This man named Jesus!

Robert L. Johnson 11
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What |s an American?

The following was said to have been written by a dentist in Australia.
ou probably missed it in the rush of news afew weeks ago, but therewas actually a
report that someone in Pakistan had published in a newspaper an offer of areward
to anyone who killed an American, any American. So | just thought | would write
to let them know what an American is, so they would know when they found one.

AnAmericanis English, or French, or Italian, Irish, German, Spanish, Polish, Russian
or Greek. An American may a so be Mexican, African, Indian, Chinese, Japanese, Austra-
lian, Iranian, Asian, or Arab, or Pakistani, or Afghan. An American may aso be a Chero-
kee, Osage, Blackfoot, Navaho, Apache, or one of the many other tribes known as native
Americans.

AnAmericanis Christian, or he could be Jewish, or Buddhist, or Mudlim. In fact, there
aremore MudimsinAmericathan
in Afghanistan. The only differ-
ence is that in America they are
free to worship as each of them
chooses. AnAmericanisalsofree
to believe in no religion. For that
hewill answer only to God, not to
the government, or to armed thugs
claiming to speak for the govern-
ment and for God.

AnAmerican isfrom the most
prosperous land in the history of
the world. The root of that pros-
perity can be found in the Decla-
ration of Independence, which
recognizes the God given right of
each man and woman to the pur-
suit of happiness.

An American is generous.
Americans have helped out just
about every other nation in the
world intheir time of need. When
Afghanistan was overrun by the
Soviet army 20 years ago, Ameri-
cans came with arms and suppliesto enable the peopl e to win back their country. As of the
morning of September 11, Americans had given more than any other nation to the poor in
Afghanistan.

Americans welcome the best, the best products, the best books, the best music, the best
food, the best athletes. But they also welcome the least. The national symbol of America,
The Statue of Liberty, welcomes your tired and your poor, the wretched refuse of your
teeming shores, the homel ess, tempest tossed. Thesein fact arethe peoplewho built America.
Some of them were working in the Twin Towers the morning of September 11, earning a
better lifefor their families. [I’ ve been told that the World Trade Center victims were from
at least 30 other countries, cultures, and first languages, including those that aided and
abetted the terrorists.

So you can try to kill an American if you must. Hitler did. So did Genera Tojo, and
Stalin, and Mao Tse-Tung, and every bloodthirsty tyrant in the history of theworld. But, in
doing so you would just bekilling yourself. Because Americans are not aparticular people
from a particular place. They are the embodiment of the human spirit of freedom. Every-
one who holds to that spirit, everywhere, is an American.

So look around you. You may find more Americansin your land than you thought were
there. One day they will rise up and overthrow the old, ignorant, tired tyrants that trouble
too many lands. Then those lands, too, will join the community of free and prosperous
nations, And Americawill welcome them!”
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Who will take the son?

wealthy man and his son loved to collect rare works of art. They had everythingin

their collection, from Picasso to Raphael. They would often sit together and ad-

mire the great works of art. When the Viet Nam conflict broke out, the son went to
war. He wasvery.courageous and died in battle while rescuing another soldier. The father
was notified and gri deeply for his only son.

About amonth later, before Christmas, there was aknock at the door. A young man
stood at the door with a package in his hands. He said, Sir, you don’t know me, but |
am the soldier for whom yaur'spn gave hislife. He saved many livesthat day, and he was
carrying me to safety when fa bultet struck himin the heart and he died instantly. He often
talked about you, and your love for-art. The young man held out his package. | know this
isn't much. I'm not really a great artist, but | think your son would have wanted you to
have this. The father opened the package,, It was aportrait of his son, painted by the young
man. He stared in awe at the Way the soldrer had captur ersonallty of hissoninthe
painting. The father was so d ?vvn to the ey% that h'z?v;\tn elled up with tears. He
thanked the young man and offered to pay him for the p . Oh, no sir, | could never
repay what your son did for me. It's aglgl'he fat tuag the porfrait over his mantle.

h

Every time visitors came to his honte he toak them t the pqrtral of his son before he

showed them any of the other"great works hehad co I

Theman died afew, mﬁnthslater Therewasto be ’t'éqw of hispaintings. Many
influential peopleg ed, excited over seei ng egr -pal tings.and having an opportu-
nity to purchase on eir collection. On the platform sat the painting of the son. The
auctioneer pounded hi g . We will stgft the biddingwijth this picture.of the son. Who

will bid for this picture? A veice from théback of the room sheuted, “Wewant to see the
famous paintings. Skip this one.”

But the auctipneer persisted; “ Will sbpeone bld}DI’ this painting? Who will start the
bidding? $100, $2007"} \ E 9~t 2

Another voice shouted angriI;&“We idn’t e to/see tL‘wéJ[;al nti ng We came to see
the Van Goghs, the Rembrandts. Get on with'the rea bids.”

But still the alictioneer continyed:™ The sonf*The son! Who'll take the son?’

Finally, avoice,came from the very back of ther ~Hwas the longtime gardener of

the man and his son, He raised his hand & shouted; “1 )11 give $10 for the painting.” Being
apoor man, it was all .he could afford. ; /E .

“We have $10, whowill bid 207" ) - ,.-'I

“ Giveit to him for $2Q, Let's see the mast ) .

*10isthe bid, won't someape bid $207~ ™y

The crowd was becoming angF d| dn’ Want the picture of the son. They wanted
the more worthy investmentsfol theirlcol col ect|o s. The auctioneer pounded the gavel. “ Go-
ing once, twice, SOLD for $1O

A man sitting on the second row outed Now:let’s get on with the collection.” The
auctioneer laid down his gavel, t1’'m sorr the auction isover.”

“What about the paintings?” ! b

“1 am sorry. When | was called to cond tt isauction, | 'wastold of asecret sti pulation
inthewill. | was not allowed to reveal that ibn until thistime. Only the painting of
the son would be auctioned. Whoever bought that painting would inherit the entire estate,
including the paintings. The man who took the son gets everything.”

God gave his Son 2,000 years ago to die on acruel cross. Much like the auctioneer, His
message today is, “ The Son, the Son, who'll take the Son?’ Because you see, whoever
takes the Son gets everything.

— author unknown

Making a Difference

e can and do make a difference. The offering at our Wednesday and Thursday
night worship servicesgointo afund. Thisfund isdisributed at | east twice ayear
by the inside church councils. We welcome you to help us decide where these
funds will be distributed as well as offer sugestions as to which charity that we may send
them to. The following isapartial list of charities that we have been blessed to help:
Children International (our foster child):  Youth Shelter Care of Fort Dodge
Stefani A. Hernandez Church World Service (Crop Walk)
Domestic/Sexual Assault Outreach Center Boy Scouts of Fort Dodge
Make-a-Wish Foundation American Cancer Society
Ronald McDonald House Mercy Home for Boys and Girls
Shriners Children’s Hospital National Kidney Foundation
Seminary in Russia American Diabetes Association of lowa
AlDs Foundation Muscular Dystrophy Association

Just aMan

Just atool
nothing more
here to serve You
Precious Lord
Only clay
in your hands
no one special
just aman
| liveto glorify
to spread your word
freely given
the truth is heard
Only your will
| shall not rest
always with me
truly blessed
Ever watching
from above
praise you Jesus
gracious Love.
Amen

Robert L. Johnson 11
12-3-2001

God's Training Plan

today, remember, he's preparing you

N o matter what God gives you to do

for tomorrow. No matter how tough
thisday isfor you to deal with, it'sapart of
God'straining plan. It carrieswithinit apre-
ciouslesson hewantsyouto learn about him,
about his power, about his love for you,
about hisgentle, yet powerful, hand on your
life. Evenintheworst of circumstances, sa-
vor them. Seek God's hand in them. Look
at what he's doing with you and for you to-
day. And know that he Is preparing you to

serve him better tomorrow.

— Bonnie Ricks
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.
Where to Find it \
In the New Living Trandlation Bible:
Respect—1 Peter 2:17
“Show respect for everyone. Love your
Christian brothers and sisters. Fear God.
Show respect for the King.” 0

Strength—Psalm 73:26
“My health may fail, and my spirit may
grow weak, but God remains the strength
of my heart; heis mine forever.”

Worship—Luke 48 A Biblical Picnic
mﬁg’\fggﬂfgih&%ﬁgrﬁ&%ﬁg% In the warm weather months we like to go on picnics.
only him.’” ’ What do you pack in your picnic basket? If you lived in
, , Bible times, what do you think you might have packed?
_Friendship—Proverbs 17:17
“A friend isalways|oyal, and a brother is Below are the names of some peopile in the Bible. Use the code
bornto help in time of need. to find out what each person may have taken on a picnic. Look
. up the verses to read more about each person.
For giveness—Matthew 5:24
“Leave your sacrifice there by the altar. Code: A B CDEFGHIJKLMNOPGGHR
Go and be reconciled to that person. Then )
come and offer your sacrifice to God.” 12 3 4 56 7 8 910111213 141516 17 18
STUVWXYZ
Honesty—Romans 12:17 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
“Never pay back evil for evil to anyone.
Do thingsin such away that everyone can 1. Saul — (1 Samuel 14:2)
see that you are honorable. 161513 57181141205 19
Hope—Colossians 1:5 .
“You do this because you are looking 2. Jonathan 8151475 75 (T Samuel 14.29)
forward to the joys of heaven —
as you have been ever since you first  Eve — — is 3
heard of the truth of the Goo News.” 3. Eve 6 18 21 9 20 (Genesis 3:6)
Obedience—L eviticus 26:3 i i it 1
“If you keep my laws and are careful to 4. Daniel and friends S ETE W T T FET (Daniel 1:12-16)
obey my commands.”
Faith—Hebrews 11:1 9. John the Baptist 15 753 37 15 20 19 (Matthew 3:4)
“What isfaith? It is the confident assur-
ance that what we hope for is going to .
happen. It is the evidence of things we 6. The 5,000 people 121572257946 0198 (Matthew 14:17)
cannot yet see.” &
Joy—Psalm 43:4 7. lsraglites in Egypt — — — — — — — — (Numbers 11:5)
“There | will go to the altar of God, to 32132113 2 5 18 19
God—the source of al my joy. | will )
praise him with my harp, 8. Esau — — — — (Genesis 25:34)
O God, my God!” 1 052
L ove—L eviticus 19:18 9. lsalad( — — — — — — — — (Genesis 25:28)
“Never seek revenge or bear agrudge 39124 7 1135
against anyone, but love your neighbor as
yourself. | am the Lord.” 10. Ruth  — — — — — (Ruth 2:1-4)

Courage—Psam 27:14

“Wait patiently for the Lord. - - -
Be brave and courageous. ureIf QWes plia M ‘SIquImOnd

Yes, wait patiently for the Lord.” ‘US1J 79 SIABO ‘SISTID0] ‘Sa[rIaBaA “1rnyy ‘Aauoy ‘sajeuerFowrod s1omsuy
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Unfolding the Rose

young, new preacher was walking

It isonly atiny rosebud,

Awith an older, more seasoned A flower of God's design;

preacher inthe garden one day. Feel-
ing a bit insecure about what God had
for him to do, he was asking the older
preacher for some advice. The older
preacher walked up to arosebush and
handed the young preacher a rosebud
and told him to open it without tear-
ing off any petals. The young
preacher looked in disbelief at the
older preacher and was trying to fig-
ure out what a rosebud could possibly
haveto do with hiswanting to know the will
of Godfor hislifeand ministry. But because
of his great respect for the older preacher,
he proceeded to try to unfold therose, while
keeping every petal intact...It wasn't long
before he realized how impossible this was
to do. Noticing the younger preacher’s in-
ability to unfold the rosebud without tear-
ing it, the older preacher began to recite the
following poem...

(
Q

But | cannot unfold the petals
With these clumsy hands of
mine.
The secret of unfolding
flowers
S Isnot knownto such as|.
GOD opens this flower so
sweetly,
Then in my hands they die.
If | cannot unfold arosebud,
This flower of God’'s design,
Then how can | have the wisdom
To unfold thislife of mine?
So I'll trust in Him for leading
Each moment of my day.
I will look to him for His guidance
Each™ step of the pilgrim way.
The pathway that lies before me,
Only my Heavenly Father knows.
I'll trust Him to unfold the moments,
Just as He unfolds the rose.

What Was God Thinking?
Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31: But God chose what isfoolish in the world to shamethe wisg;
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong.
Worth Dying For
What was God thinking?
The newborn Jesus was placed in an animal trough. The angels first announced the
news of Jesus' birth to the lowest of Jewish society, the shepherds.
Jesus, God's Son and himself God, died asa . .
criminal on across. What on earth was God - ° °
thinking? °
If | wereto create aplan to save the world
from sin and death, | would not begin with a
manger or end with across. My King of Kings
and Lord of Lords would not be a homeless
teacher who spent his time with fishermen, tax collectors, and lep-
ers. What was God thinking?
Consider your own call, brothers and sisters. Not many of you
are wise by human standards; not many are
powerful; not many are of noble birth. What is God thinking?
God calls us to be his body, his church here on earth. God calls
the young child, the elderly, the unemployed, the handicapped, the
shy, the depressed, the high school dropout, along with the CEO, the
thirty-something, the doctoral student, the pastor. Together we are
Christ’s hands and feet and voice in the world. What is God think-
ing?
The source of our lifeis Jesus Christ, who became for uswisdom
from God and righteousness and sanctification and redemption.
In the eyes of the world we may not look like much, but in God's
eyeswe areworth dying for. BelievinginaGod who would dieon a
crossisfoolishness. But God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. It is God'sfool-
ishness in Jesus Christ that gives uslife.
What was God thinking? He was thinking of you.

O, Loving God, we don't always understand that your ways are so different from those
of theworld. Help usto befoolsfor Christin aworld that valuesits own wisdom. Amen.

— Deaconess Doreen Scheuerman
2002 Lenten Devotionals
Reformation Lutheran Church, Wichita, KS

Tears Welling

Tearswelling
in my eyes
painful emotions
| can not deny

Feeling lost
all alone
way to far
from my home

Eyes wide open
yet | can not see
all that is
special to me

All caught up
degpinsin
when Jesus spoke
| answered Him

Listen my son
thereis a way
so | opened my heart
and began to pray

Comfort and guidance
given to me
through the grace of God
my soul is set free

Robert L. Johnson 11
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Power in Pray

he CoDR prayer team wel comesyour
requests for prayer. They meet at

6:30pm every friday night in the
chapel. Wewould a so enjoy havingyoujoin
usin prayer as well as our Bible study im-
mediately following our prayer teamat 7pm.
We have a prayer box located in the back at

our Wednesday night services.
Robert L. Johnson 11, Editor

Contributions invited

he editor of thisnewsletter isinviting
ALL READERS to contribute ar-

ticles, poetry, art work, and opinions
for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

Worship & Bible Study

FDCF Fort Dodge

7:00pm Wednesdays ..... Holy Communion
7:00pm Fridays......ccccoeeeeeuene. Bible Study

NCCF Rockwell City

6:30pm Tuesdays........cccoveunee. Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays ........ Holy Communion



