
In 2004 the Town of West Sparta began to develop a Comprehensive Plan, a document to guide the Towns future.  The Town asked for volunteers to develop a survey to find out what the residents and property owners of West Sparta liked and didn’t like about the town.  This committee of volunteers put together a survey which was made available to all residents of the town; copies were distributed at the Town Hall to the people who voted in the 2004 elections, copies were available at the Corner Store, copies were available at the Town Clerks office, copies were available on the Town web site, and copies were mailed to people who could not get one any other way.  Approximately 400 copies of the survey were handed out.  The results of this survey were used by a second committee of volunteers to develop the Town of West Sparta Comprehensive Plan.  From April of 2005 to April of 2006 meetings were held each month, advertised and open to the public, to create the Comprehensive Plan.  The Comprehensive Plan was accepted by the Town Board in 2007 after additional meetings and Public hearings.

Our Town Land Development Code (Zoning Code) now needs to be rewritten to better reflect the desires of the residents which were brought up in the survey and in the Comprehensive Plan.  This includes having better  zoning regulations to get rid of junk and clean up run down property, to preserve open space and farms, to encourage small businesses that meet the needs of the residents of the Town, and to support rural residential development. 

On Wednesday September 23, 2009 at 7 PM at the Town Hall, the Town of West Sparta Planning Board will hold a public informational meeting to explain to Town residents what they have done so far with the new zoning. This will not be a Public Hearing.  It will be a meeting to familiarize interested Town residents with the process that the Planning Board has used, and the research they have done, to develop a zoning code that meets the present and future needs of the town residents.


Because the new Land Development Code is still ‘in the works’, copies will not be available for distribution at this time.  A sign up sheet will be available for anyone wishing to receive a copy of the final draft document before the Public Hearing.  Summary sheets of the material covered in the chapters of the Land Development Code will be available, and copies of the Comprehensive Plan and the Local Laws that are referenced in the zoning will be available from the Town Clerk.  


This will be your opportunity to get involved again.  If you have any questions please call me at 335-3473. We hope to see you there,

Sue Erdle

Chairman

Town of West Sparta Planning Board

