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Introduction:

This document is the result of a research project to determine what temperatures salmon can spawn effectively in, in order to prolong the spawning cycle. It was a follow-up experiment to one done in 1965 by B.D. Combs, where freshly fertilized salmon eggs were placed in water temperatures of 13ºC (55.5ºF), 10ºC (50ºC), 6ºC (43ºF), and 3ºC (37.5ºF). In that experiment, it was determined that colder temperatures had a negative effect on the eggs, and that temperatures below 4.5ºC (40ºF) had a detrimental impact on the development of the eggs. I’ve found this research to be an informative and interesting look into the salmon breeding process and the effects temperature has on it.
Criterion for Judgment:



-How informative was the research?
-This criterion is the primary purpose of this piece, since it’s meant to inform.


-How practical is the research?

-Who would be interested in the research and how would it be useful in real life situations?



-How clearly is the information presented?

-Does the author use only necessary and appropriate information?



-How well did the author use grammar, citations, etc.?

-For purposes of clarity, readers need to be able to understand what the author is trying to express.

Evaluation:
How informative was the research?


The research was very informative and thorough. Though I’m a layman when it comes to fish rearing, it was very apparent the author knew precisely what (s)he was talking about. They did not try to go beyond the scope of what they knew just to wow any potential readers, they just kept straight to the point.

How practical is the research?


For most people this research isn’t very practical, but for people involved with raising salmon it could be very useful. This paper showed the distinct relationship between colder water temperatures and warmer water temperatures, while contrasting the two different kinds of timing that this and previous research projects used. For instance, the author noted that the overall health of salmon spawned from those kept in colder or warmer water was not that much different, but when the eggs themselves were exposed to radically different temperatures, their health and fertility increased in warmer waters.

How clearly is the information presented?


The information is presented in a mostly clear manner, but not without a few trouble spots along the way. Initially, the author used some new terms in areas that did not provide much context with which to guess the word’s meaning. After searching online for the appropriate definition to terms like “brood” and “eyed”.

How well did the author use grammar, citations, etc.?


The author had a good grasp of grammar and technical skills. The only major problem I had was the inconsistent formatting of units that the author used. Sometimes when the author referred to a number, they would use numerical characters while other times, they would spell out the words. Also, the document did not have proper degree symbols next to temperatures, they seemed to have been replaced by underscores, which was very confusing upon initially seeing them.

Conclusion:
Due to all the factors listed above, I feel that this research paper was solidly constructed and had good utilitarian value to those who are interested in salmon rearing.
