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also taking it upon himself to learn Arabic, McElroy said.

Pryor was serving his second tour with a forward surgical team with the Army's 1st
Medical Detachment, based in Fort Totten, N.Y. His first four-month tour was at a combat
support hospital in 2006 at Abu Ghraib.

As chief medical adviser to the Red Cross of Southeastern Pennsylvania, Dr. Pryor
conducted disaster-relief training for volunteers. In those lectures, he drew parallels
between the injuries soldiers experience on the battlefield and the injuries to shooting
victims brought to Philadelphia emergency rooms.

A talented writer, Dr. Pryor contributed opinion articles to The Philadelphia Inquirer and
The Washington Post, and was interviewed repeatedly by NPR and ABC News.

In a June 2006 column in the Inquirer, Pryor wrote of the personal sense of loss and the
intolerable grief that came with every soldier he couldn't save.

He described the death of one young Marine on his operating room table and expressed
his sorrow to the family of the soldier, whom he did not identify. Pryor's words about the
Marine echo those spoken about him in the days following his death.

"We, more than almost anyone else, know he was a true American hero," Pryor wrote to
the soldier's family. "l also want you to know that | will never forget your son, and that |
will pray for him and all of the children lost in this war."

Pryor is survived by his wife, Carmela Calvo, a pediatrician at St. Christopher's Hospital
for Children; a daughter, Danielle, 10; sons Francis, 8, and John Jr., 4; a brother,
Richard; and his parents, Richard C. and Victoria.

(© 2009 The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved. This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.)
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