March 15, 2006 Peter

Jesus changed Simon’s name to Peter. It is a play on words. The name Peter means rock.

Remember when Jesus asked the disciples who people were saying he was. Then he asked
them who do you say that | am. There’s another play on words. | am means God.

Then he asked them who do you say that | am. Peter said “You are the Christ the Son of the
Living God”. Jesus said to him you are peter and on this rock | will build my church.

But this play on words is interesting. This rock in which the church will stand, the one who
confesses Jesus as Lord, is also the rock that sunk in the lake when he saw the wind coming.
This rock on which the church will stand was described by Jesus 4 verses later as Satan
(which means one who opposes God). Jesus calls Peter Satan for having his mind on the
things of the world instead of the things of God.

The other day at our dinner table we were debating some very important issues. We debated
what George Washington’s teeth were made of. Then we talked about the story about how he
cut down a cherry tree but confessed because he couldn’t tell a lie. We say that George
Washington couldn’t tell a lie, not because it’s true. We know that he was a normal human
being. But we tell that story because he is one of our country’s heroes. So we tell this little
white lie. If there is such a thing.

On the contrary, the drama and the puppet show do a great job pointing out that Peter, one of
our heroes of the faith, is not perfect and he is humble he knows he is not perfect. Through
out the scriptures as we read about the people of God, we see that there isn’t one perfect
person. In the whole bible, save that guy born in Bethlehem there isn’t anyone who is perfect.

We see Peter tonight, one of our heroes of the faith, but he is not perfect. What does that
mean for us?

When we see Peter and other of our heroes of the faith it almost has the opposite effect on us
as looking at our national heroes.

Our national heroes are portrayed in a way that encourages us to strive to be like them. They
are larger than life. We are encouraged to try and be larger than life, to at least be the best
we can be.

When we look at the Biblical characters it is different. It’s not that they don’t have
characteristics we want to emulate. But when we look at these people like Peter it
encourages us to look beyond. To look beyond Peter to the real hero of life, Jesus Christ.

Since we are like Peter we are led to feel two different ways. One is that we like Peter feel




guilty for the mistakes we make. The times we have let people down, how we especially let
Jesus down. On the other hand we are consoled and given hope for it is people like Peter, like
Paul, like you who can rest and trust in Jesus’ love and forgiveness and be used to do great
things.

Remember in the drama God asked Peter: Remember you asked Jesus “how many times shall
my brother sin against me and | forgive him... Seven times?

Peter said: Jesus told me “no peter, seventy times seven.”

God: Yes. Infinitely! Again and again and again. ... | am forgiveness.

Peter: | am forgiven for last night?

God: Yes

Peter: Thank you lord, | needed to hear that. Be with me, Lord in the days that lie ahead. I’'m
going to need your help to make it.

God: | am always with you.

Peter: I’ll count on it, Lord.



















	March 19, 2006 THE TEMPLE / THE CROSSJohn2’13-25
	One of the most radical and controversial things that Jesus did was to clear or cleanse the temple.


