	Vocabulary Word
	Definition

	plot
	The structure of a story.  It has five basic parts: 

1.  exposition

2.  rising action

3.  climax

4.  falling action

5.  resolution

	exposition


	Beginning part of the story in which the setting, characters and conflicts are introduced. 



	rising action
	The main character attempts to solve his/her conflicts (problems) but is not successful, thereby, creating tension or suspense.



	climax
	The most exciting part of the story.  All the action leads up to this point, which is often called the turning point.


	falling action
	The action after the climax.  How the main character(s) deals with life after the climax.  Sometimes the character learns something about life or understands things better.



	resolution (or ending)
	Brings the story to a natural, surprising, or thoughtful conclusion or ending.  

  


