
Highlight the Parts of an Introduction
1. Hook:  A statement or question that grabs the readers’ interest.

2. General statements: background knowledge that the reader needs to introduce them to your topic: explain how/why civilizations first began.

3. Thesis:  The point of your essay, which is to discuss advantages and disadvantages of forming civilizations in river valleys.
Ancient Civilizations Form in River Valleys

Do you like to hunt or fish?  How would you feel if you had to hunt or fish every day of your life in order to survive?  Early hunters and gatherers, nomads, traveled wherever they could to find a food source whether it was vegetation or wild game. 
   Eventually, these ancient people began settling in river valleys and forming civilizations.
  There are many advantages and disadvantages of forming a civilization in ancient river valleys such as the Nile in Africa, the Tigris and Euphrates in Mesopotamia, or the Huang in China.

� Appositive Comma: sets off a word or phrase that renames the noun before it.


� Introductory Comma: separates a phrase from the independent clause that follows it.


� Series Comma: separates 3 or more words or phrases in a series.








Thematic Essay: sample introductory paragraph (hook, general statements, and thesis.


