Notes:  Writing an Essay

1. The __________________ is your opening paragraph.  It starts out with a _________________ and ends with a ____________________.

2. A ______________ is the statement(s) that tells the main idea of the essay.

3. A topic sentence is the main idea of a   ______________.

4. Each paragraph should have at least ________supporting details (facts or concrete details) that support the topic sentence.

5. After each supporting detail you must use at least ______ “chit-chats” or comments to explain the fact thoroughly. 

6. If you don’t know what to chit-chat about, you can ask:  __________, __________, ____________, __________, or how.  This will help you to focus on the topic.  

7.  The ____________________ is your closing paragraph.  

8. In the conclusion paragraph, the first task is to reword or paraphrase the ________________.  Last you make general statements about your topic, chit-chat.

